
¶ The telephone was 

invented in 1876 by 

Alexander Graham Bell.  

¶ The first long -distance 

phone call was made from 

Brantford, Ontario to 

Paris, Ontario, only 10 miles away.  

¶ The first cost -to -coast telephone call (New 

York to San Francisco) was made in 1915.  

¶ Early phones used shared lines called ¢party 

lines£ that were used my multiple subscribers.  

¶  Early phones used a magneto crank that 

created an electrical current to connect the 

call and ring all bells on the party line.  

¶ The first modern game of 

baseball may have been played 

as early as 1838 in Beachville, 

Ontario, Canada.  

¶ The first rules of ¢base 

ball£ were published in 1845 by 

Alexander Cartwright.  

¶ The first official World 

Series was played in 1903 

between the Boston Americans 

and the Pittsburgh Pirates.  

Boston won five games to four.  

¶ George Herman "Babe" Ruth, Jr. played 

from 1914 to 1935 which included playing 

for both the Boston Red Sox and New York 

Yankees.  

¶ The turn of the 20th century saw the 

invention of the self -powered motor 

vehicle, also known as the automobile.  

¶ The gas -powered cars on Main Street are 

called Jitneys, which is a term for an early 

automobile -for -hire that is larger than a 

taxi but  smaller than a bus.  

¶ While horses where still incredibly popular, 

the automobile was seen as a solution to a 

pollution problem of the time, manure.  

¶ The first self propelled, steam powered fire 

engine in the US came to be in 1841 but gas 

powered trucks 

began to take 

over by the 

1910s.  

¶ The phonograph was invented by Thomas A. 

Edison in 1877.  

¶ The first musical recording was actually made 

in 1860 of a woman singing Clair de Lune by a 

process that etches sound onto paper via soot 

from an oil lamp.  

¶ Cylinder recordings were the most popular 

consumer format from the late 1880s until 

around 1910.  

¶ The first phonographs cost about $150 in 1891 

which would be about $4,000 

today.  

Main Street, U.S.A. at the Magic Kingdom  ̈́Park at Walt Disney World is a stylized rendering of typical 

main street life and architecture from the turn of the 20th century (from the 1890s to the 1910s.) The 

buildings and d ïcor are inspired by locations all over the country including New England and the 

Midwest.  There are even elements from Walt Disney¡s own home town of Marceline, MO. A lot of 

important things happened around the turn of the century. Read the history facts below and answer 

the questions, then complete the scavenger hunt on the next page.  



¶ In which shop can you find a 

wall -mounted party -line 

telephone with a magneto 

crank? The ___________________.  

¶ Listen to the wall -mounted 

party -line telephone. What is 

the name of the shop keeper 

that the party -line participant 

talk about? Mr. 

________________. 

¶ In the train station there is a musical 

invention that can play the piano, mandolin, 

triangle, xylophone, and castanets on its 

own. What year was it built? 19______.  

 

¶ What is the engine number of the fire house 

on Main Street, U.S.A.? ___________________  

¶ What is on top of the fire station tower on 

Main Street? A ______________ _____________.  

¶ What is written on the black bucket under 

the telephone in the Main Street Fire 

Station? ___. ___. ___. ___. ___.  

¶ There is a poster advertising a horse 

auction by Wm. Kane, Auctioneer on 

Saturday at 9 A.M.  How many horses are 

they advertising for auction? _____________  

¶ What year is displayed on the sign of the 

barber shop next to the entrance of the 

trolley, car and horse barn? 

________________. 

¶ At the Station Master¡s window, what city is 

the most recent shipment of mounted 

wheels heading?           _____. ______________  

Take your time and look around Main Street U.S.A. at the Magic Kingdom
΅

 Theme Park to 

find the following hidden history gems.  

¶ Casey at the Bat was written in 

1888 by Ernest Thayer. What town 

did Casey play for?   (you can find 

the pennant in Casey¡s Corner.) 

_________________________________ . 

¶ Take a picture of the pennant 

with Casey¡s team name on it.  

¶ What letter does the pitcher outside of 

Casey¡s Corner have on his hat? ___________ 

¶ In Casey¡s Corner there is a poster showing 

various baseball player positions. One 

shows ¢Suggestions for an inexpensive but 

effective battery.£ What is that player 

wearing on his back? A __________________.  

¶ In Casey¡s Corner there is a picture of a 

cover of the Saturday Evening Post from 

August 4th illustrating several boys running 

to play baseball. What year is it from? 

___________________.  

¶ Music and art were an important part of 

turn -of -the century life. On one of the side 

streets you can hear people practicing 

singing and playing piano through open 

windows. Finish the following sentence 

printed on the window from which you can 

hear them practicing. ¢Music & Dance 

Lessons. Ballet, Tap, & ___________________.  

¶ In the windows of the shops on Main Street 

you can find replicas of famous novels. 

What novels can you find alongside The 

Last of the Mohicans by James Fenimore 

Cooper?  1) ___________    _____   _________.             

2) ________________    ___________. 

¶  


